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subsidiary. A partial illustration of this trait was exhibited in a transaction with which I was connected. Whilst we were holding the respective offices of Secretary of State and Attorney General, he proposed to me to unite with him in the purchase of an outstanding Class Right with a view to its location on Goat Island, at the head of the Niagara falls. I assented, and advanced him half the consideration money. The location was made, and no opposition or objection was raised to the completion of the title. But when it was found necessary to have the proceedings confirmed by the Commissioners of the Land Office, of which Board we were members, the objection to our being- parties to any speculation that required such a step presented itself to my mind. I stated it to him and he laughed at ° what he called my fastidiousness, at the same time saying that if I persisted in it he would be too happy to return me my money— about a thousand dollars—and to take the whole purchase himself. I did persist, and he made a very considerable fortune out of the transaction.
Judge Spencer's feelings were somewhat soothed by his success in obtaining the removal of DeWitt Clinton from the office of Mayor of IS1 ew York. Mr. Hammonda is right in assuming that I took no part in. that matter. My friend Mr, Elmendorff could not have been induced to vote for it by any other consideration than his desire to save the Governor from the necessity of giving the casting vote—otherwise unavoidable, as Hubbarcl could not be brought to vote for the removal.
Mr. Clinton retired to his place at Flushing, to which he had often been sentenced in advance by Judge Spencer during their quarrel. Here lie rusticated for two years, when strange to say he was recalled to public life mainly thro' the instrumentality of his imperious brother-in-law.
Mr. Elmendorff was always an anti-Federal politician without variableness or the shadow of turning, and an old school Dutchman, immovable, obstinate and imperturbably good natured. He was a member of Congress as far back as the days of William Gobbet in the "United States, and received from that caustic censor the sobriquet of " The bird of wisdom."
The opening of the session of 1816 was marked by one of those occurrences that shew the facility with which men acting as a body, are led to confound power with right, and to do things that in their individual capacity they would regard as disgraceful. Experience has demonstrated that whenever disinterested justice is obtained from one Community—whether a great nation or a petty municipality—in behalf of another, it is due to the individuality and con.se-
° MS. I, p. 95.             * Political History of New York, I, 397.—W. C. P.